
THE CARROLLWOOD CULTURAL CENTER  
PRESENTS 

From Bach to Rach 
with pianists 

Ghadeer Abaido & Franz Mantini 
FEBRUARY 21, 2026 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!    

TO OUR MEMBERS & VOLUNTEERS 
At the Center, being a member or volunteer is more than a way of showing 
support and staying involved; it’s joining a family. Thank you to all of our 
members and volunteers. 

CORPORATE MEMBERS 
 

AMETHYST 
Hat Trick Theatre Productions 

 
EMERALD 

Carlton Fields Jorden Burt — 
AĴorneys at Law 

 

GMx Solutions 
 

Fine Art Treks— 
Craig & Linda Nowicke 

 

Marsocci, Appleby & Company 
 

GARNET 
Carrollwood Area Business Association 

(CABA) 
 

Lee Electric 
 

Dylan Libadisos,  
Florida Executive Realty  

 
SAPPHIRE 

Andy’s Sprinkler Drainage, Tampa FL 
 

Fiol & Morros  
Personal Injury & Accident Lawyers 

 

Friendly Smiles Dental Care 
 

Howell & Thornhill 
 

Pop Up Bagels 
 

Women Authors Book Club 

ANNUAL GIVING 
 

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER ++ 
Mary Ann Ratliff Revocable Living Trust 

In memory of C. Robert  
& Myrtle Ilsley Passantino 

Eugene Smith & Alexis Barbieri  
on behalf of the  

Andrea Mills Barbieri Foundation 
Evelyn Bless* 

Gerald Isaacson 
Janet LeFloch 

Dr. Jan McCarthy 
Kyle & Dr. Gigi Yuen-Reed*  

 

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
Kathryn Alyson 

Bill* & Cathy DeMare 
Susan Baxter* & Jay Gibson 

Vicki Glennon 
Paul & Jenifer* Mirin 
Alan* & Judy Preston 

Dr. Mohan & Diana Rao 
Neil* & Diane Smith 

Richard & Katherine Woltmann 
Anonymous 

 

PRODUCER  
Sue August 
Kerri Burns 

Esther Dillenbeck 
John & Jennifer Gallagher 

Chris & Linda Hugues 
Lianne Mcdonnell-Kruger 

Thomas & Cheryl Pahl 
Craig* & Erin Ruska 

Bob & Kathy Sheehan 
 

*Board Member 



FROM BACH TO RACH 
with pianists 

Ghadeer Abaido & Franz Mantini 
 

Slovanic Dances      Antonín Dvořák 
   Opus 72, No. 2 in E Minor     (1841 - 1904) 
   Opus 72, No. 1 in B Major 
    
Polichinelle Op. 3 No. 4     Sergei Rachmaninoff 
       (1873 - 1943) 
 
Italian Concerto in F Major, BWV 971    Johann Sebastian Bach 
    Allegro       (1685-1750) 
    Andante 
    Presto 
 
Jeux d'eau       Maurice Ravel 
       (1875 - 1937) 
 
Troubled Waters      Margaret Bonds 
       (1913 - 1972) 
 
L'Isle joyeuse       Claude Debussy 
       (1862 - 1918) 

 
INTERMISSION 

 
Pieces Morceaux,      Sergei Rachmaninoff 
     Barcarolle in G Minor, Op. 11 No. 1   (1873 - 1943) 
     Scherzo in D Major, Opus 11 No. 2 
 
Sonata in B Minor, K, 27     Domenico ScarlaĴi 
       (1685-1757) 
 
Seasons, Op. 37a      Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
    June: Barcarolle in G minor     (1840 - 1893) 
 
Les Cyclopes       Jean-Philippe Rameau 

       (1683-1764) 
 

Ballade in G Minor, Op. 32     Frédéric Chopin 
       (1810 - 1849) 



GHADEER ABAIDO 
(piano) is a Palestinian
-Jordanian pianist 
with extensive experi-
ence in the music 
world. From perform-

ing classical music as a soloist to col-
laborating with chamber music groups 
and orchestras in the Middle East, Eu-
rope and the United States. She re-
ceived her Bachelors degree from the 
National Music Conservatory in Jor-
dan. While living in Jordan, she per-
formed the Tchaikovsky piano concer-
to under the baton of Mohammed Uth-
man Siddiq, and Liszt’s second piano 
concerto in collaboration with the con-
ductor Jose Arean. Ghadeer was also 
actively involved with the humanitari-
an aid organization War Child, where 
she was dedicated to working with 
refugees in different parts of Jordan. 
 

Ghadeer worked briefly in Dubai as a 
film-score composer; her music won 
two Lynx awards and was featured in 
the Dubai International Film Festival. 
She moved to the United States in 2017 
and completed her master’s at the Uni-
versity of South Florida under the 
guidance of Dr. Svetozar Ivanov. 
While studying at USF, she won the 
concerto competition and went on to 
perform Liszt’s Totentanz with the 
USFSO. She was also awarded first 
place in the USF piano competition for 
her performance of the Liszt piano so-
nata and Beethoven’s Op. 109. 
Ghadeer also participated in the Osaka 
International Piano competition, win-
ning first place in the U.S. regionals 
and going on to Japan for the finals. 
 

Ghadeer most recently won the Iowa Per-
formance Fellowship award from the 
University of Iowa, where she completed 
the requirements for her Doctorate in 

Piano Performance under the guidance of 
Dr. Rene Lecuona. 
 
Ghadeer has taken part in music festi-
vals regionally and around the world; 
some festivals she performed in are the 
Cincinnati Young Artists Chamber 
Music Festival, the Harvard Chamber 
Music Festival, the Savonlinna Cham-
ber Music Festival in Finland, the In-
ternational Brancaleoni Music Festival 
in Italy, and the International Prague 
Piano Festival. She has performed in 
masterclasses for and studied with 
world-famous pianists such as Ralf 
Gothoni, Valentina Lisitsa, Antonio 
Pompa-Baldi, and Richard Goode. 
 

Ghadeer enjoys performing chamber 
music and arranging orchestral works 
for marimba and piano with her duo 
partner William Brown. The Abaido-
Brown Duo first met at the University 
of South Florida, debuting with an 
electrifying performance of Danse Ma-
cabre. The two players have since de-
veloped an astounding repertoire, join-
ing forces to bring new life to beloved 
classics in recording and performance. 
Ghadeer currently serves as an adjunct 
professor at the University of South 
Florida, and as an instructor at the 
Tampa Bay Music Academy. 

  
FRANZ MANTINI  
(piano) has main-
tained an active sched-
ule of solo and cham-
ber music performanc-
es in the Tampa Bay 
area and beyond for 

nearly thirty years. Mr. Mantini stud-
ied with renowned artist Jacques 
Abram at the University of South Flor-
ida where he appeared numerous 
times in solo recitals and as soloist 



with the USF Symphony Orchestra as 
winner of the annual Concerto Compe-
tition.  
 

His local credits include a combined 
thirty solo and chamber performances 
at what is now the Straz Center for the 
Performing Arts. He has collaborated 
with many current and former princi-
pal members of the Florida Orchestra 
as well as members of the Houston 
Symphony and Ehnes Quartet and has 
appeared in concerts with the Lafa-
yeĴe String Quartet and as a concerto 
soloist with various community or-
chestras. 
 

Mr. Mantini has been a regular at the 
Carrollwood Cultural Center since its 
inception, where he created the Strings 
in the Spring series, which has featured 
both local and international artists an-
nually for over a decade. Guests have 

included former and current Florida 
Orchestra Concertmasters Amy 
Schwarĵ MoreĴi and Jeffrey Multer, 
TFO Principal Cellist James Connors, 
Internationally acclaimed violist Che 
Yen Chen and many more. 
 

In addition to his musical endeavors, 
Mr. Mantini earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in Electrical Engineering and a 
master’s degree in Engineering Man-
agement from the University of South 
Florida and currently works as an 
Electronic Hardware Design Engineer 
at GE Aerospace. He resides in Car-
rollwood with his wife Julie and is the 
proud father of two young men, Gabri-
el and Gianni. 
 

Mr. Mantini’s next concert at the Cen-
ter will be on April 25 for the 2026 in-
stallment of Strings in the Spring with 
guest violinist Tiffany Lu.  
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In Tampa since 2002 
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business tech needs. 
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(813) 868-1105 

Support@GMxSolutions.com 
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April 25 
7 p.m. 

TIFFANY 
LU 
violin 

FRANZ 
MANTINI 

piano 


