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n STRINGS IN THE SPRING   n 
 

Special Guest Artist, 
James Connors, violincello 

with 
Franz Mantini, piano 

 
From the Piano Concerto in A minor, Op. 7           Clara Wieck Schumann 
        Romanze: Andante non troppo con grazia             (1819 – 1896) 
 
 
Fantasiestücke, Op. 73               Robert Schumann 
        Zart und mit Ausdruck (Tender and with expression)        (1810 – 1856) 
        Lebhaft, leicht (Lively, light) 
        Rasch und mit Feuer (Quick and with fire) 
 
  
Adagio and Allegro, Op. 70 
 

 

INTERMISSION 
 
 
Etude in A flat Major, Op.25, No.1             Frederic Chopin 
Etude in F minor, Op.25, No.2              (1810 – 1849) 
 
 
Sonata # 3 in A Major, Op. 69              Ludgwig van Beethoven 
        Allegro ma non tanto              (1770 -1827) 
        Allegro molto 
        Adagio cantabile – Allegro vivace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for a reception immediately following the performance, 
kindly provided by Century 21 Executive Team. 



JAMES CONNORS 
(violincello) is a 
native of Boston, 
MassachuseĴs and 
assumed the princi-
pal ‘cello chair of 
The Florida Orches-
tra in 1988. He has 

studied with such renowned teach-
ers as Janos Starker, Gary Hoffman, 
Leopold Teraspulsky and Wolfgang 
Laufer. In the past, he was featured 
as soloist with the orchestra in the 
Brahms Double Concerto for Violin 
and ‘Cello, the Haydn Concerto in C 
Major and the Schumann Cello Con-
certo in 2007. 
Prior to coming to the Tampa Bay 
area, Connors was co-principal 
‘cellist of the New World Sympho-
ny under the direction of Michael 
Tilson Thomas. From 1985 to 1987, 
he served as the principal ‘cellist of 
the South Dakota Symphony in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota and as a 
member of the Dakota String Quar-
tet. 
He received his bachelor’s of arts in 
music cum laude from Amherst Col-
lege in 1980 and his master’s degree 
in 1983 from Indiana University. 
Subsequently, his ensemble, The 
Van Eyck Piano Trio, was awarded 
a two-year residency at the Cham-
ber Institute at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee under the 
direction of Leonard Sorkin and The 
Fine Arts Quartet. They performed 
frequently for live broadcasts on the 
Chicago classical station WFMT. 
An avid proponent of chamber mu-
sic, Connors is a member of the Bay-
side String Quartet and appears 
frequently on the chamber music 
series at the Museum of Fine Arts in 
St. Petersburg and Palma Ceia Pres-
byterian Church. In addition, he 
participated in the Aspen Music 
Festival, Spoleto Festival of Two 
Worlds (South Carolina and Italy) 
and Taos Chamber Music Festival. 
Connors lives in Tampa with his 
wife, Emily, and son Joshua. He 
plays a modern Bulgarian instru-
ment by the maker Apostol Kalo-
ferov. 
 

FRANZ MANTINI 
(piano) has main-
tained an active 
schedule of solo 
and chamber mu-
sic performances 
in the Tampa Bay 
area and beyond 

for nearly thirty years. Mr. Mantini 
studied with renowned artist 
Jacques Abram at the University of 
South Florida where he appeared 
numerous times in solo recitals and 
as soloist with the USF Symphony 
Orchestra as winner of the annual 
Concerto Competition. 
His local credits include a combined 
thirty solo and chamber perfor-
mances at what is now the Straz 
Center for the Performing Arts. He 
has collaborated with many current 
and former principal members of 
the Florida Orchestra as well as 
members of the Houston Symphony 
and Formosa String Quartet and has 
appeared in concerts with the Lafa-
yeĴe String Quartet and as concerto 
soloist with various community or-
chestras.  
Mr. Mantini has been a regular at 
the Carrollwood Cultural Center 
since its inception where he created 
the Strings in the Spring series, 
which has featured both local and 
international artists annually for 
over a decade. Guests have includ-
ed former and current Florida Or-
chestra Concertmasters Amy 
Schwarĵ MoreĴi and Jeffrey Mul-
ter, TFO Principal Cellist James 
Connors, Internationally acclaimed 
violist Che Yen Chen and many 
more.  
In addition to his musical endeav-
ors, Mr. Mantini earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Electrical Engineering and 
a master’s degree in Engineering 
Management from the University of 
South Florida and has applied his 
training at a variety of companies in 
the area. He resides in Tampa with 
his wife Julie and sons Gabriel and 
Gianni. 
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EMERALD CORPORATE MEMBER 
The Carrollwood Cultural Center thanks you for your support! 

In Tampa since 2002 

and here for you  

and all of  your  

business tech needs. 

Easy Phone Systems ý Office PC Support 

Affordable ý  Advanced ý  Locally Supported 

(813) 868-1105 

Support@GMxSolutions.com 
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GARNET CORPORATE MEMBER 
The Carrollwood Cultural Center thanks you for your support! 
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